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CLOVER CHRONICLES 
Isabel la County  

4-H Camp Clean-Up 
Saturday, April 18 & Sunday, May 3 

10 AM - 2 PM  
 

All 4-H Families and Clubs are invited to help! 
 

Please bring: 
• Buckets, gloves, brooms for cleaning the lodge/dorms 

• Chain saw, log splitter or a tractor, there are several trees down. It would be 

VERY helpful to have those. 

• Side by side with dump bed in the back to move mulch to the path along with 

rakes to level it out.  

• Leaf mulcher 

• If anyone has waders and can bring them, we would like to put the dock in  
 

Hot dogs, chips and beverages will be supplied for helpers that day.  
 

Your help is appreciated – even if you can only help for part of the time! 
 
**Reminder - this is an Honor Club requirement

Texas Roadhouse Fundraiser for 4-H Council 
Dine & Donate on April 23

  

3 PM - 10 PM 
See page 5 for complete details. 

TSC Paper Clover Campaign 
April 17 - May 3  
 

This is a great community service opportunity!  
Help is needed (youth & adults) to work the table at the store for the Spring  
Paper Clover Campaign that will run April 17 - May 3 at Tractor Supply  
Company (TSC). TSC is a great supporter of 4-H!   
 
We are asking members, families, and clubs to help promote this event at our 
TSC store. Clubs are encouraged to do a fundraiser at the store (need to notify 
Victoria at TSC first). 4-H Council will sponsor a $25 TSC gift card drawing for 
anyone that works a shift. Everyone that works will receive a ticket that will be 
collected and a winner will be drawn.  
 
Contact Liz (antveli3@msu.edu) if you or your club are interested in  
participating in the promotion at the store. 

mailto:antveli3@msu.edu
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CLUB CORNER 
 

Aim High - We are using a mentoring system to help acclimate new members. Those who have  
experience are paired with those who need assistance with "all things 4-H" which we hope will help those 
have just enrolled. Our club roster shows approximately a 33% new enrollment rate so we hope this will 
help both new and returning families form a strong bond and allow learning for all. 
 

Country Neighbors - In April we had a speaker come in to discuss the field crop project area. We also 
planned for the Maple Syrup Festival and we discussed the Royal Ambassador program. 
 

Crackerjack - At our March meeting we discussed fair signs, important dates coming up, and club shirts. 
 

Dairy Dreamers - In February, we worked on dairy judging and the Hoards judging contest. Expecting a 
long meeting, members decided to include a meal. Each family brought their favorite soup, bread, and 
dessert. Being reminded of our youths ability to cook, it was decided each meeting would include a new 
type of cuisine. We also enjoyed a special presentation from Katie Wilson on How to Feed your Ruminant 
held at the Isabella Commission on Aging. In March we learned about how cattle are being monitored for 
methane emissions and how they are created, and also covered cow parts. The meeting ended with  
Kahoots! to see what we learned and some amazing Italian food all made by our youth! For our April 
meeting we are excited to have a guest speaker who will teach us about the cuts of meat and carcass 
evaluation, and enjoy some Mexican food! If you are interested in joining us, everyone is welcome! 
 

Evergreen - We got together with the Gratiot County Something Special 4h club and made blankets for 
Child for Advocacy, we made 48 blankets.  

Fair Superintendents Needed 
We are looking for fair superintendents in the 

following areas:  
 

• Crops 

• Talent Show 
 

Please contact Liz (antveli3@msu.edu) if you 

are interested in helping or know of  

anyone who would be. 

New 4-H Members  
Reminder - the deadline is quickly approaching for any new youth members that want to join 4-H 
this year.  All youth must be enrolled by May 1.  

Isabella County 4-H Scholarship - due April 17 
Isabella County offers two $500 scholarships to 4-H members or former members 
each year. The scholarship recipient must be enrolled at an institution of higher  
learning and have been involved with 4-H in Isabella County. The scholarship is not 
limited to college freshmen. 
 

To get an application, click here: Isabella County 4-H Scholarship or you may pick one 
up at the Extension office. Applications are due back to the office by April 17. The 
scholarship recipients will be notified by May 1. 

Swine Tagging  
Sunday, May 3  
11 AM – 1 PM 
 

Sheep Weigh-in  
Saturday, May 9 

  

4 PM – 6 PM 
 

Goat Weigh-in 
Saturday, May 9 
11 AM - 1 PM 
 
All take place at the Fairgrounds. 

mailto:antveli3@msu.edu
https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/isabella_county_4_h/newsletters-and-forms


Agriculture Learning Series - “Seed to Store” 

Tuesday, April 14 

Time: 5:30 PM - 7 PM 

Isabella County Commission on Aging, Mt. Pleasant 
 

Pre-registration is required by April 12 at: https://tinyurl.com/26nr8ap2 
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Dog Project Members - Classes for Fair Competition 

June 10, 17, 24  
July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
 
Classes will be held at 6 PM at the Small Animal Barn at the Fairgrounds.  
 
Bring dogs, leash and treats. Youth must wear tennis shoes. Youth are required to attend at least 
eight classes each in obedience, showmanship and agility to compete at the fair this year.  
 
For more information, call or text Diane Gaw (989) 506-7750. 

Small Animal News 
 

Small Animal Showmanship Clinics: 

Thursday, June 11 

Tuesday, June 16
 
- Small Animal Meeting after 

Monday, June 22 

Sunday, June 28 

Thursday, July 9  

Wednesday, July 15 – Small Animal Meeting after 
 

All clinics are held in the Small Animal barn at the fairgrounds, from 6:30 PM – 7:30 PM.  
 

**Clinics will be cancelled if temperatures reach 85 degrees or higher, it is a good idea to plan to    
attend the earliest available date.  
 
• Goats that will be entered in the Small Animal Auction at the fair MUST have a scrapie tag     

BEFORE weigh-in. It is a State mandate, and if your auction goat does not have a scrapie tag, 
you will not be allowed to sell. ALL goats must have some identification -- either the scrapie tag 
or a tattoo with matching papers, for those not in the auction. Goat weigh-in (for MARKET doe 
kids and wethers) is Sunday, May 9 from 11 AM – 1 PM in the small animal barn at the           
fairgrounds. Wethers must be dehorned and castrated. 

 

• Broiler Chick Orders! Time to order your broiler chicks. Orders need to be placed at the           
Extension office by April 24.  

 

• Reminder - if you do not already have your small animal purchase arranged, you should do so 
now. All small animals must be in the member’s possession on or before May 1, with the         
exception of rabbits in the Market Class and poultry in the Broiler Project. 

https://tinyurl.com/26nr8ap2


Fair Board News 
CAMPING REGISTRATIONS - must be paid by April 15 by 12:00 PM noon. 

 

The Fair Office will be open for those wishing to pay in person on Wednesday, April 8 

from 5 PM - 6:30 PM before the Fair Board Meeting. We will also be open on 

Wednesday, April 15 from 9 AM - 12 PM noon. If you are planning to pay at one of 

these times, bring the correct change, debit or credit card or personal check with your 

registration form. Use Mission Road entrance. Registration must be paid by 12 noon 

on April 15, no exceptions.   

 

If you would like to change camp sites, the office will be open Friday, April 17
 
(9 AM - 

10 AM) or call to see what is available. Your registration must have been paid by April 

15
 
to take advantage of this.  No payment will be accepted on Friday April 17. 

 

NEW CAMPER SIGN-UP  

Unpaid campsites will be available on Saturday April 18
 
at the Fair Office. The Fair Of-

fice will be open Saturday, April 18 from 9 AM – 11 AM. We accept cash (correct 

change), credit/debit cards and personal checks. You must pay at time of registration. 

Cost: $200 for camping. Use Mission Road entrance. 

 

Any questions, please call Deb at 989-400-1082 or email isabellacofair@yahoo.com. 
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4-H Cloverbud Camp & Summer Camp  
This year’s theme: All-American Adventure in celebration of America’s 250th Anniversary! 

 

July 7 & 8 - 4-H Cloverbud (day) Camp (5-7 Year olds)  

July 15 & 16 - 4-H Summer (overnight) Camp (8-12 year olds)  
 

Location: 4-H Camp on Coldwater Lake, 1415 N. Littlefield Rd., Weidman 
 

Kids will enjoy hands-on activities, outdoor fun, make new friends, and have an  

unforgettable patriotic-themed adventure! 
 

Adult & Teen volunteers needed! We are looking for teen counselors (14-19 year 

olds) and adult volunteers (must be Gold volunteer) to help at both camps. If you are 

interested in helping at one or both camps, please contact Liz at antveli3@msu.edu.  

mailto:isabellacofair@yahoo.com
mailto:antveli3@msu.edu
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Texas Roadhouse Fundraiser for Isabella County 4-H Council!  
Join us on April 23 and enjoy a delicious dinner while supporting our local youth! 

 

How it works: Dine anytime from 3 PM – 10 PM, show your server the fundraiser flyer 
(below), and Texas Roadhouse will donate 10% of  your total food purchase to Isabella 

County 4-H Council! The Council helps support youth opportunities in our county.  
 

    Funds raised help provide: 

 Scholarships for higher education 

 Support for statewide events like Exploration Days, Capitol Experience, Winterfest & more!  

 Financial assistance for workshops, leadership trainings, and state-level competitions 

 Funding for countywide 4-H events, awards, youth recognition, and volunteer support 

 Resources that help keep 4-H programs affordable and accessible to all families 

Help us spread the word and support  

Isabella County 4‑H youth! 
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4-H Shooting Sports Dates 
 

April 11 - Spring Kick Off (10 AM - 12 PM) 
 

May 2 - Qualifying Shoot  
(Registration: 8:30 – 9:30 AM, Safety meeting: 9:30 AM, Shooting begins: 10 AM)  
 

May 30 – Qualifying Shoot  
(Registration: 8:30 – 9:30 AM, Safety meeting: 9:30 AM, Shooting begins: 10 AM)  
 

June 13 – Qualifying Shoot  
(Registration: 8:30 – 9:30 AM, Safety meeting: 9:30 AM, Shooting begins: 10 AM)  
 

June 27 - County Shoot  
(Shooting begins at 9 AM, youth must attend one qualifying shoot in order to compete at the county shoot) 
 

**New this year - 3D scheduling, registration begins at 8 AM, head out at 8:30 AM for all qualifying 
shoots 
 

Pre-registration is required for ALL shoots!  
Youth must pre-register to the Extension Office what disciplines (BB, Air Pellet, .22, Archery,  
Shotgun, Muzzleloading) they are going to participate in.  
 

Register at: email Liz (antveli3@msu.edu) or call (989) 317-4079. 
 

Cost per event: *may be subject to change based on market prices for supplies 

$5.00 registration fee 
$5.00 additional registration fee for each if you shoot Trap, Skeet or .22 
Bring your own safety equipment (eye & ear protection) 
4-H member is responsible for buying own shells for trap; they are available for sale at the shoots 
 

4-H Shooting Sports Age Policies: 
• 4-H Shooting Sports Programs are open to young people aged 8 through 19. The “4-H age” will be       

determined by a young person’s age as of January 1 of the 4-H program year. 
• 4-H members age 8 may participate in BB gun and basic archery training. Participation is at the discretion 

of the Certified Instructor and the participant must be under direct adult supervision (one on one). 
• Cloverbuds (4-H ages 5 - 7) must wait until they reach the 4-H age of 8 to participate in shooting sports. 
• Members ages 8 – 11 are limited to shooting Air Pellet, BB & archery at competitive events 
• Youth must attend one qualifying shoot in order to compete at the county shoot 
 

Location: 
Isabella County Sportsman’s Club (2872 W. Millbrook Road, Mt. Pleasant, corner of Winn & Millbrook Roads) 
 

4-H Shooting sports events are weather dependent. If weather is poor, please check your email and/or the  
4-H Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H). We will post cancellations on Facebook 
and send an email out to families enrolled in the shooting sports project.  

https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H


Page 8 CLOVER CHRONICLES 



Page 9 CLOVER CHRONICLES 



Page 10 CLOVER CHRONICLES 

Wednesday, April 15, 2026 

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 
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https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/market-animal-project-webinars-april-28 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-let-s-talk-it-out-handling-conflict-with-ease 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/smart-money-missions 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/market-animal-project-webinar4-21 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-eat-smart 

 https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-day-with-the-detroit-tigers 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/spring-tractor-supply-co-paper-clover-campaign 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/market-animal-project-webinars-april-28
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-let-s-talk-it-out-handling-conflict-with-ease
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/smart-money-missions
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/market-animal-project-webinar4-21
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-eat-smart
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-day-with-the-detroit-tigers
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/spring-tractor-supply-co-paper-clover-campaign
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https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_great_lakes_natural_resources_camp/ 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_great_lakes_natural_resources_camp/
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Coordinator’s Corner –  April 2026 
 

Hello Isabella County 4-H Families! 

 

April is Blooming with Opportunity in Isabella County 4-H!  

 

Spring is in the air, and just like the flowers, our 4-H programs are growing fast this 

month! 

 

One program that continues to stand out is 4-H Shooting Sports. It’s more than just 

hitting a target—youth are learning safety, responsibility, discipline, and proper firearm 

handling, all while building confidence and making lifelong friends. It’s a program that 

truly hits the mark when it comes to life skills! 

 

We’re also buzzing with excitement for our first Beekeeping meeting of the year! We 

are lucky to have Karl Geiger leading us and sharing his incredible knowledge and 

passion for bees. Whether you're just getting started or already have experience, this 

is a sweet opportunity you won’t want to miss! 

 

Don’t forget—Isabella County 4-H Scholarship applications are OPEN now through 

April 17 at 4:00 PM. If you are a senior or current college student, take the time to  

apply! As someone who received this scholarship, I can say firsthand—every penny 

counts and truly helps support your future. 

 

Looking ahead: Royal Ambassador season is right around the corner! Don’t forget 

that applications are due May 1. This is an incredible opportunity to grow your  

leadership skills, build confidence, and represent Isabella County 4-H in a big way. 

 

Looking for even more scholarship opportunities? I’m always here to help—don’t  

hesitate to reach out! 

 

Let’s keep growing, learning, and making the most of this exciting spring season in  

4-H!  
 

Warmly, 

 
Liz Antvelink 

4-H Program Coordinator, Isabella County 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are 
open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, 
gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political 

beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or 
veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, 
acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture. Quentin Tyler, Director, MSU 
Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This information is for 

educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or 
trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or 

bias against those not mentioned. 
    

“Accommodations for persons with disabilities may be requested 
by contacting the MSU Extension office at (989) 317-4079 at 
least 7 days prior to the scheduled event to ensure sufficient 

time to make arrangements. Requests received after this time 
will be met when possible.” 

 

 

 
Liz Antvelink, 4-H Program Coordinator  

antveli3@msu.edu  
 

Nonie Gross, Secretary 
Monica Jean, Field Crops Educator 

Eric Karbowski, District 6 Director  
Kara Lynch, Food Safety Educator 
Misty Oebel, Farm Stress Educator 

 

Isabella County 
510 W. Pickard Street 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
 

Phone: (989) 317-4079 

msue37@msu.edu 
 

Website:   

https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/ 

https://www.facebook.com/

IsabellaCounty4H/ 

Isabella County 4-H Calendar   

April 
7 

Horse Leaders @ Marantha Baptist 

Church 

6:30 PM 

11 Shooting Sports Kickoff @  
Sportsman’s Club 

10 AM -  
12 PM 

14 Agriculture Learning Series - “Seed 
to Store” @ Commission on Aging 

5:30 PM -  
7 PM 

18 4-H Camp Clean-up @ 4-H Camp 10 AM -  
2 PM 

23 Texas Roadhouse Fundraiser for 4-H 
Council 

3 PM -  
10 PM  

28 4-H Council @ Isabella County  
Commission on Aging, Craft Room 
 

6:30 PM 

SAVE THE DATES 
 
 

Shooting Sports Spring Kick-Off 
April 11 

 

4-H Camp Clean-Up 
April 18 & May 3 

 

Swine Tagging 
May 3 

 

Sheep Weigh-In 
May 9 

 

Goat Weigh-In 
May 9 

 

4-H Cloverbud Camp 
July 7 & 8 

 

4-H Summer Camp 
July 15 & 16 

 

Isabella County Youth & Farm Fair 
August 1 - 9, 2026 

Broiler Chick Orders 

Time to order your broiler chicks! 

Orders need to be placed at the 

Extension office by April 24.  

https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/
https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H/
https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H/

